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October 30, 2020

To: Members of the Historical Commission
From: Charles Sullivan
Re: D-1562: William Smith house207 Lake View Avenue

An applicationfor demolition of the buse aR07 Lake ViewAvenuewas received oSeptem-
ber17, 220. The ownes, Sam Kachmar and Maggie Currigrerenotified of an initial deter-
mination of significance, and a public hearing was scheduldddeember 52020.
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A207 Lake VieV\Avenue(highIighTéd in yellow). Cambridge GIS, s{épzozb



Site

TheWilliam Smith houses located on theast side ofLake ViewAvenuebetweerMalcolm
RoadandVassall LangAssessors Map 234/25l)he stucture is sited oa 8,999squarefoot lot

in aResidence Boning district The zoning allows one and twamily construction with an

FAR of 0.5 and a height limit of 35 fedthetotal assessed valw the property is $1,554,400;

the house accounts for $381,d80d of this amouh The owners reside in the existing house and
wish to replace it with a new singtamily residence

207 Lake ViewAvenue, Asseséing Departmephoto '

Description

TheWilliam Smith house aR07 Lake ViewAvenueis a2 %2 -storybuilding with an L.shaped

plan, with one gable facing the street &nd othersof equal size on the leéind right sides

Windows have 2+2 sash and are surmounted by projecting hoods, except for the arched windows
in the gablesOn the ground floor thergtetfacing gable has a bay window, while a covered

porch supported by three square bracketed columns surrounds the entrance. On the second floor
the inside corner of the surroundghe base of a towethe top of whichhas been removed. The
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ell is twostories high and one bay wide, with a flat roldie walls are covered with stucco, but

the window casings, cornice brackets, and porch remain expesaept for the stucco and the
removal of the tower, the building appearsi&ve retained its originappearancevith few al-

terationslt is currently occupied and appears to be in good condition overall.

History

The landater traversed biake ViewAvenuewaspart of a farnthat Joshua Coolidge pur-
chased in 1816hatstretched from Brattle Street to BhePond. In 18327 oolidgedivided the
property between his sons Joshua Jr. and Jdsiahe
Josiah Coolidge sold the property in 1870 to developersisDavis, T. Alfred Taylor, and Reu-
ben Demmorof Somervilleand Boston. The partneptatted a subdivisiom 1871 thaignored

the natural topography, creating thiftye 15,000 square fodtouse lots along Lake View and

|l atter

acquired

hi
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Lexingtonavenuedetween Brattle Street and Huron Avenue, and seventy 6,000 squaredoot lot
north of Huronalong Lexington, Lake View and Standish streets
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The Coolidge farm in 1870 (left) and as surveyed into house lots, 1873; 207 Lak

View location circled.

CHC collections.
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Thefirst to put up houses onake View FOR SALE IN CAMBRIDGE,
Avenuewas William Smith, the favored n The new HOUSE on the west side of Lake-

builder of Davis, Taylor and Demmon. Mg b TH S tig 7~ glomro e kX v

i i iai uol.uu .wuh Iurd-'ood finish ia many of
Smith was born in Nova Scotia in 1837 an r ke oo b M.V“.

worked as a carpenter and builder in Rox- unoc cxu led by any homes In the vi-

bury, eventuallyoperatingfrom an office in ,&‘J:“" :":‘,:,‘.';:.’:‘.‘:' ",‘,’h‘.:'::,',‘,’

downtown BostonHis first known project mﬂdd will b'm f the uest strests fn Cam-

in Cambridge was in 1868, but in 1871 he h brmbo ":"wwwr.‘&

began a relationship with the Lake View “' o them.

Avenue developers that produced 18 hous wmmb‘}ﬁm?u”u

on that street by 188@uring this period he | . jane 16-3w Ou the premises.

was initially listed as a builder, but as early Cambridge Chronicle, June 15, 1872

as 1880 he reptad his occupation to the U.S. Cei-

sus as Areal estate.o In this joint capacity

houses as demand warranted, and sold them when he could.

Smith initially put up a pair of block$§econd Empire house$68 and 87 Lake View in 1871,
but the unadorned Mansastyle wasno longerfashionable and he soon transitioned to smaller
houses with Mansard rooésdltalianate details, such as 94 and 104 Lake View. Finally aban-
doning Mansard rosf hissubsequenprojects exploredarieties ofgabled roofsasin the Ital-
ianate style as at 112 Lake View {B}, andthen in the emerging Queen Anne at 173 and 174
Lake View (185) and finally in the Eastlake style at 128 Lake View (1880).

87 Lake View Aveand97 Lake ie Ave. both1871), William Smith, builder Assessors otos, 2015



A subset of Smith Bouses includedicturesque towered versiotigat were especially popular

in this decadeThe earliest at 94 Lake View (1B) is a onestory Mansard with a twetory

tower; 107 Lake View (1B) is a larger versionfhe house at 20incorporated @aower and was
designed entirely in the Italianate gtyThe house at 78 Lake View (19 is the last of thisype,

with corbels and heavy dentilled cornices on the tower as well on as the house itself, while the
porch exhibits turned columns in the Queen Anne style.

94 Lake View Ave (1875) and 78 Lakaew Ave (1879) William Harris, builder CHC photos, 2014 and 1965



